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“I’m motivated in different ways for each project. 
Now I’m working in International Development, I 
have just had a book published by the Red Cross 
evaluating their emergency shelters.”

My Sparkling Career



As a Structural Engineer Isobel has a wide experience  
of design from scheme to detail stages in a variety of  
structural forms and materials. Many of her projects have 
had a high architectural content and she has experience 
of working with some of the UK’s leading architects. The 
projects she has worked on include: Heathrow Terminal 5,  projects she has worked on include: Heathrow Terminal 5,  
a zero carbon house, and a hotel in St Petersburg.a zero carbon house, and a hotel in St Petersburg.

She also has site experience building a school in rural She also has site experience building a school in rural 
Tanzania, which inspired her to seek her current position Tanzania, which inspired her to seek her current position 
working in International Development.

Isobel has travelled and worked extensively abroad. While at Isobel has travelled and worked extensively abroad. While at 
university, Isobel spent a year studying Japanese in Japan university, Isobel spent a year studying Japanese in Japan 
and teaching English for a semester in China. In 2005 Isobel 
took on the role of Project Manager for the Arup Cause, an 
initiative celebrating the 60th anniversary of Arup as a firm; 
this included responsibility for coordinating a partnership 
with the International NGO WaterAid. 

The experience of returning to work after maternity leave 
prompted her to set up a women’s network and she 
also sits on the diversity. Isobel looks forward to further 
opportunities to travel, especially with RedR disaster relief 
with whom she is a registered engineer.

She now works 4 days a week, with one day to enjoy 
the school run and looking after her four children. In her 
spare time she is an elected local councillor for the London 
Borough of Ealing.

WES – founded in 1919 – today a multidisciplinary cross 
sector network of professionals working in engineering, 
technology and the allied sciences doing a variety of jobs. technology and the allied sciences doing a variety of jobs. 
WES is there for you throughout your career for: WES is there for you throughout your career for: mentoring; 
getting incorporated or chartered; personal and professional 
development; networking and connecting with like-minded 
individuals; finding out about new jobs; exploring ways to 
manage and balance your life and career.

Isobel Byrne Hill is a senior structural engineer 
and has worked for Arup since 1993.

email: student@wes.org.uk

“In terms of balancing career and family, 
everyone has to find their own balance 
and set their own boundaries.”
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